. . e 
D * 1— $0.3 * ES A 2 * 
— 2 3 : X 


2 
2 


The Riches gar divine Creme au 
” triou . W | 


PEER 


Occaſioned by the Deceaſe of 


THOMAS PORTER, 
In the 63d Year of his Age,) 


Late of Harri ELD-BROAD-OAK, in Essen. 
Preached at 


LIM E STREET, 
October 29, 1752. 


By JOHN RICHARDSON. 


The way-faring man, though a fool, ſhall not err therein. 55 fo. 
Ifa. xxxv. 8. 


Iadocti ſurgunt & rapiunt ccelum. Anon, a 
1 | ; nn ab his, e Hon. 


T "SECOND EDITION. 


« 
< 
a 
% .- 
* 
Tow 
5 
6 
8 R 
«7m, 
5 


L O N D ON: VE 
Printed for J. BuckLAND,- at the Buck in Pater-noſter-row ; 3 
and E. GaR DER, near the Croſs. keys. inn, in Grace- * 
chaorch · ſtreet. 1753. 2 
1 FT, rice Six- pence.) = 


Edo we IE 


Et It * 


27 


A owe A rc WE nm 
* 3 


* wa —" * " o = 260-4. 0s a —— m - - * 5 0 * m L ana 3 . 
I == : : "pe 4 PS rg | X = 
in” £ Is VB. 7 s 2 £ JE 
=S g | : FE: | 
? 1 1 8 5 . 
I e- r < a, © — 3 4 Inf ö e : - < IE 15, y nk 2; : 3 ; - 
| — 
Ts 
co I ; 


* * 
1 
. * pe ; : : 5 
- 4 3 F If 
: * E 
. F i : | : | 
Te * * » ” 5 5 $ a, ; : 9 
=_ mn pe pred | , 25 > f Z 
G 1 ” x — I 5 oh 
4 | 7 * - * . 5 1 
— : ; 
i a £ | | 
: ” 
| : | E * » 
: C a 6 
. 
* 
* a 5 * . : 8 f 
J FF. Y ' : 
x 4 £ 
= , 5 p | 
4 " % Re . * | l : 
' | | | | 
1 * 
2 - 
by * 4 3 
. ” | f 
V1 # : 
1 N : oF 
l | : 
* a 0 8 | 
» * : | 
- . : 
| A 
* 7 5 
* N ; 
4 
5 
i 4 
K | | 
N * f | 
a — 
; + — | wy g 
. 
g I * ' 488 b * . * * 
1 ** | 
o *s & 4 : | 
2 * * 's * hy ; | - 
” a Bas a ö 5 | 
2 " r "INT F 
- 8 | | 
N * : i | 
A 4 fu a 
0 tf . N SE 
Pd 2 
: 4 - 4. 8 % F * % * 
. W * * . 
5 12 - * 6 + Þ% : { 
* — 4 3 ; | 
4 * 7 1 4 * * * 1 4 : 
# 2 
* ; f 
0 - % 
: o 18 4 4 
* : .. * ; 
4 
* f i 
- 
* [4 5 2 ; | 
. ce 
I 1 2 | 
29 : ? : * ' * 3 9 | 
— 
i 4 
* 


** 
„* 
. 
4 # 
nog” oc venom. a 722 
* . 
* 
. 
- 
2» 
-- 
% 
. A 
— 
— - 
% 
3 
, 
5 
— * 
5 


2 
: 
— 


* . 
w_ 7 a 
<* * C5 a 
YM. < . : 4 
* 2 3 * . * f - 
1 £ | | 
9 IF | | | 
5 N 1 — 
3 Tani : 
; * 4 ws; 6. Wit $ 
1 


r „ 1 4 — ** 5 
— 4 4 f 4.4.66 * 1 
6k ww# 4 > — 0 141 4. 
R * — 
| | 1 


2 ? | ; 
PL IT ee E 1 
il AL 1914410 — , #34 
W * ? * 
3 £ . 1 — 2% NN 0 7 % "i I e 7 * _ > — „ 4s , 
22 18 4 14 . 1 1 * * Mid MRS — "a. 3 ” 0 
* : l 2 8 „ 
* * 
1 1 \ E * 3 s 4 
1 ; | 4 , * 7. j * f $41 0 » de 3 * LE * * ” _ a 3 : - k . 1 4 F 
he i 1 * 7 FE * | WW. ate 1 1 Þ — 4 „4 4 4 4 at 
7 . . 
"he 8 , ' an 1 
«9 7 1 24195 — CP * ” * 25 * 9 =v iy. *] * 7 2 „ 0 - * : * 
31513 I TL LI IS F713 LDL EF : 4 


: T H ug 2 
10 different are the ſentiments of 
men, both as to perſons and things, 
that it is hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe 
ſome ſhould not be diſſatisfied with al- 
moſt any performance, however un- 
biaſſed the author's deſign may be. 
The reaſons of my venturing to pub- 
liſh this plain ſermon, are, becauſe ! 
was deſired to do it, on account of the 
extraordinarineſs of the perſon it relates 
to; and likewiſe, becauſe I have ſince 
been informed, it was rendered uſefal, 
by the divine bleſſing, to ſeveral that 
heard it preached : I therefore humbly 


leave 


iv The PREFACE. 


eave this defective performance in his 
hand, and ſubmit it to the peruſal of 
| the candid Reader, who may be willing 
to receive benefit from the unworthieſt 
of God's ſervants, i 7 | 
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Er H. ii. 8. firſt clauſe of the verſe, 
By grace ye are ſaved, 


HEN we ſurvey this ſtately fa- 
brick of the univerſe, when we 
contemplate thoſe glories that 
roll over our heads, and all a- 
round us, when we confider 
what immenſe ſpaces thoſe heavenly bodies re- 
volve in, and how punctually they obey the 
divine Fiat, eſtabliſhed at their firſt creation; 
ſtruck with pleaſing wonder and aſtoniſhment, | 
who can forbear crying out with the royal 

Pſalmiſt, When I conſider thy heavens, the 
« work: of thy fingers, the moon and the ſtars 
e which thou haſt ordained, what is man that 
« thou art mindful of him 5 But he has, as 
the ſame inſpired writer obſerves, magnified his 
word above all his name, or beybnd every other 
method of making himſelf known. Pſalm 
cxxxviii. 2. The glories of redeeming love, 
the tranſactions of a God incarnate, the amiable 
and inchanting ſplendors of the chriſtian ſcheme, 
far outſhine all the wonders diſplay'd in DEER 
earth, and ſeas. _ 

In diſcourſing on that excellent and important 
paſſage, which was given me by the deceaſed 
for a text, and which I have heard him frequent: 
B I» 


[2] 
by; and with great delight repeat, I ſhall humbly 
attempt theſe two things, with their 1 improve- 
ment. 


I. Shew what is implied in that ſalvation, 
here referred to by our apoſtle. 

II. How the unmerited mercy and grace of 

God ſhine and are VOID in this ſal- 


vation. 


L What is implied in that falvation 4 re- 
ferred to by the apoſtle. Among numberleſs 


grand ideas that go into the nature of it, I ſhall 


only ſelect and mention theſe that follow. 

1. Remiſſion of fins. To give knowledge of 
falvation to his people, by the remiſſion of their 
fins. Luke i. 77. 


2. The purifying our affections and conver- 


fation by the influences of God's Holy Spirit ; 
or, the healing our natures, and reſtoring our 
facultics, to their primitive rectitude. 

1 f. Deliverance from the malignant tendency 


of afAictions, and on the contrary, making them 
co-operate for our advantage, and difarming 


death itſelf of its ſting, that laſt enemy. 
4. and laſtly, Our being advanced to all the 
lovely realities, and immenſe felicities of a 


brighter and better world, and that both in ſoul A 


-and body. 


IT. The forgiveneſs of all our fins, is an in- 


valuable branch of that ſalvation we are called 


4 % 
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to by the Goſpel. All the world, ſays the 
great apoſtle of the Gentiles, is become guilty 
before God, Rom. iii. 19. That the whole hu- 
man race are obnoxious to the divine reſent- 
ments, that they have rendered themſelves. li- 
able to the executions of his juſt vengeance, is too 


evident to need any elaborate proof: That we 


have loſt that beautiful and glittering robe of inno- 
cence, which our firſt father wore, and where- 
with he was ſo richly adorned; that the crown 
of univerſal purity, and -unblemiſhed rectitude, 
is fallen from our heads, ſeems fo plain a fact, 
that ſurely few or none will venture to contradict 
it. Now ſince we have deſtroyed: ourſelves, 1. e. 
expoſed ourſelves to all the thunders of ſtrict 


and rigorous juſtice, ſo that we deſerve to be 


turned into hell, with all the nations that for- 
get God ; ſeeing this 1s our deplorable caſe by 
nature, and practice, how welcome ſhould the 
tidings of peace and pardon be, through the 
atonement and ſatisfaction of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ? And this is indeed one eminent part of 
the glorious goſpel, the capital, the leading, 


bleſſing of it. © I will be merciful to their 


e unrighteouſneſs, and their ſins and iniquities 
J will remember no more, Heb. vii. 12.” 
Hereby way is made for the communication of 
farther benefits, for the beſtowment of all thoſe 
advantages, both of a temporal and ſpiritual 
kind, that we are favoured to enjoy. The 
guilt of our tranſgreſſions, our obnoxiouſneſs to 
mm. B 2 ſuffer 
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ſuffer -puniſhment, purſuant to the ſanction of 
the divine law, 1s ſuch an obſtacle to the com- 
munication of farther favours, that unleſs it be 
removed, we muſt be miſerable for ever. But 
for the. encouragement of every returning prodi- 


gal, of every penitent ſinner, who is humbly 
_ defirous to receive the atonement, and thank 


fully to accept the proffered remiſſion, we are 
expreſsly informed in that admirable third chap- 
ter of the epiſtle to the Romans, that the divine 
Father hath ſet forth,” or pre-ordained his Son, 
our dear and only mediator, to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righ- 
teouſneſs for the remiſſion of fins that are paſt, 
through the forbearance of God, that he might 


be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that believeth 


in ſeſus, Rom. iii. 2 5, 26. 1. e. that he might 


ſtill ſhine in all the ſplendors of his untainted 


juſtice, and in all the more inviting glories of 
his mercy. To be delivered from the curſe of 
a violated law, to obtain peace with God, being 


| juſtified by Faith, through our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and that by a ſcheme every way con- 
ſiſtent with all the divine attributes; This, 
this is a moſt engaging conſideration, this is a 
moſt valuable and important branch of ſalva- 

tion. p | | 
2. In ſalvation there is moreover included the 
healing our natures, the purifying of our affec- 
tions, and converſation, by the influences of 
God's Holy Spirit, or a reſtoration of our fa- 
| culties 


11 


culties to their primitive rectitude. By our 


dreadful apoſtacy from our great and adorable 
maker, preſerver and bountiful benefactor, we 
are not only become guilty, but polluted 

awfully depraved; for who can bring aclean thing 
out of an unclean? Job xiv. 4. And in another 
place, what is man that he ſhould be clean, or 
the ſon of man that is born of a woman that 
he ſhould be righteous ? How elſe comes it to 
paſs, that we ſhould be fo prone to imitate vi- 
tious rather than good examples, had we not 
derived a polluted nature from Adam, the head 
of the apoſtacy ? Let us attend with the deepeſt 
ſeriouſneſs to the ſcripture account of this ſhock- 
ing affair; God made man upright, but they 
have ſought out many inventions, Eccleſ:vii. 29. 


* 


The imagination of the heart of man is evil, 


only evil, and that continually; and again, that 


the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 


youth ; Gen. vi. 5. compared with chap. viii. 2 1. 


It is very obſervable, that this is affirmed of the 


race of mankind, not only before but after the 


flood. That the carnal mind, or whatever elſe 


may be denoted by the phraſe [gone ry; g- 
x©-| is enmity againſt God, that it is not ſubject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be; from 


| whencethe apoſtle juſtly, and with ſtriking em- 


phaſis, infers, ſo then they that are in the fleſh, 
cannot pleaſe God, 1. e. thoſe who are in a 
ſtate of thorough alienation, depravity and pol- 
lution, Now the ſalvation of the goſpel not 

8 | only 


f61. 


. only ſuppoſes 4 neckſſity, but exhibits a be 


ability, and readineſs to illuminate our dark un- 


derſtandings; dark and blind indeed, however 
acute and eaglel eyed as to the things of nature 
and art, with reſpect to the ſuitableneſs and im- 


portance of heavenly and ſupernatural objects. 
Therefore we read of being renewed in the ve- 
7 ſpirit of our minds, Eph. iv. 23. of a neceſ- 
x a Change of heart, or that a celeſtial turn 
de gen to our wills and affections; our Saviour 
ſolemnly aſſuring us, that unleſs a man be born 
wain he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, John 
. 3. and that which is born of the fleſh is 
fleth, but that which is born of the ſpirit is 


ſpirit, or that a ſpiritual and divine principle is 
produced by the bleſſed Spirit's ſanctifying opera- 
=” It is true we are not renewed after the 


of God ſo: much inſtantaneouſly as gra- 
Sally: A principle of ſpiritual and divine life 
is, J apprehend, implanted at once, according 


eben facred declaration, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. A 


new heart alſo will I give you, and a new 


CI ſpirit will T put within you, and I will cauſe 
you to walk in my ſtatutes,” &c. But then 


there is a working out our own ſalvation with 


fear and trembling, a giving diligence to make 
our calling and election ſure, in ſubordination 


to, or in concurrence with, a divine co-operation, 
as in the words immediately following thoſe 


juſt now cited, for it is God that worketh in 


455 to will and te do of his good pleaſure. 


Hence 


and fatneſs, in the proſpects of a future world, 


1 
Hence we elſewhere read of the new man, 
which after God is created in knowledge, righ- 
teouſneſs, and true holineſs, which we are ex- 


horted to put on; or, as it is elſewhere ex- 


| preſſed by the apoſtle Peter, that ye add to your, 


faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, &c. with- 
out which holineſs no man can, or ſhall ſee the 
Lord, to his everlaſting conſolation and. 0 
Henee, e 

3. Deliveranee from the malignant tendeney 
of afflictions; but on the contrary, their being 


made to co- operate for our advantage, diſarm- 
ing the moſt formidable evils of their ſting, and 


death itſelf, to nature the king of terrors, or 


ſalvation in and out of trouble. Thus God lays; 


1-will be with him in trouble, Pſal. xci. 5: To 


be kept from murmuring under trying diſpen- 
fations of providence, to be enabled to juſtify 
God under ſuch events, acknowledging that he 
corrects far leſs than our iniquities have deſerved, 
to be able to ſay with David, under a ſevere ca- 
lamity, I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, 


becauſe thou didſt it; to be helped to plead the 


promiſes of the well-ordeted covenant, thoſe 
good and comfortable words, on which he may 
have already cauſed us to hope, and as the re- 
ſult hereof, to find his love ſhed abroad in our 


hearts; or that i in the multitude of our troubled 
thoughts within us, his conſolations delight our 


ſouls; to have our ſouls ſatisfied as with marrow 


on 


„ 


on account of thoſe glorious raviſhing ſcenes 
that lie open before us, being well aſſured that 
theſe light afflictions, which are comparatively 
but for a moment, work out for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Thus 
to glorify 
midſt of the fires, I fay, thus not only to be 
chearful and ſubmiſſive under afflictions, not 
only to be able to fay with holy Job, the Lord 
hath given, and the Lord hath taken away, 
be the name of the Lord, but even to 
glory in tribulation ; this is a height that mere 
unaſſiſted reaſon, that all the philoſophers of 
the heathen world could never reach. The 
Stoics indeed talked of an apathy, or rather a 
ſtupidity ; their pretended indifference either to 
pleaſure or pain was all grimace“; whereas the 
noble and wiſe deſign of the chriſtian ſyſtem is 
not to diveſt human nature of the paſſions, but 
to correct and bring them into ſubjection, to 


have ſenſations, we feel calamities not as men, 
but as chriſtians, we dread either to deſpiſe the 
chaſtening of the Lord on the one hand, or on 
the other to faint when rebuked of him, Heb. 


The ftory of Poſſidonius, who was viſited by Pompey 
When he was extremely afflicted with the gout, but would not 
own it to be an Evil, may ſerve very well to illuſtrate the point 
before us; he crying out, Nihil agis dolor, quamvis ſis moleſ- 


tua, nunquam te eſſe conſitebor Malum!! See Collier's eſſay on 


Nn 


him, as the prophet phraſes it, in the 
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grace and reaſon. We are not machines, we 


Xii. 


3546 


1 7 


19 1 


xii. 5. And then as our merciful God faves in 


trouble, not only prevents us from repining, by 

the ſecret operations of his grace, but aſſiſts us 
alſo to bear up ſometimes under the moſt ſhock - 
ing preſſures, to flouriſh like the palm- tree, 
which, as is generally reported, the more 
weights are laid on it the more it thrives, Pſal. 
xcil. 12. As I ſay, he is pleaſed to aſſiſt us to 


bear up with a ſacred fortitude, and illuſtrious 


magnanimity of ſoul, ſuperior to what all the 


philoſophers of antiquity were capable of ar- 


riving at, though many of their precepts and 
doctrines were admirable. So our gracious 
and Almighty Father, who will not always 
chide, neither will keep anger for ever, leſt the 
ſpirit -ſhould fail before him, and the ſouls: . 
which he has made; I fay, he will therefore 


finally deliver good men, all his faithful chil- 


dren and obedient ſervants, ſooner or later, out of 


their troubles, Sometimes in this life, as the 


apoſtle James excellently obſerves, ye have heard 
of the patience. of Job, and have. ſeen the end 
of the Lord, &c. James v. 11. You may at 
your leiſure read the whole pathetic and inſtruc- 
tive narrative, concerning this moſt eminent ſers _ 
vant of God, with freſh ſacred wonder and plea 


ſure; FLEE 


But though a period ſhould not be put to a- 
ny particular affliction in the preſent imperfe& 
ſtate, yet it ſhall moſt certainly be well with the 
righteous, in the regions of unclouded * 
SQLS | C 
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of ſpotleſs purity, and complete felicity. As 
there their happineſs muſt be without alloy, ſo 
their trials will ofcourſe. be all over; thoſe tri. 
als of various ſorts, which conſtituted ſo great a 

af their militant condition, will be quite 
ended. Here we fight, but there we are crown d. 
Which naturally leads us to the | 

4th, and laſt thing under our firſt- general 

bead, viz. Our being raiſed and exalted to all 
the amiable realities, and immenſe felicities of 
a better and brighter world, and that both in 
ſoul and body. This is ſtiled falvation by way 
of eminence, 1 Peter i. 9. receiving the end of 
your faith, even the ſalvation of your fouls; as it 
contains in it not only total and abſolute deliver- 
ance from the very OY of fin, an eradication 
e ht, and the abſence of every 
regular fare and rene deſire; but ag 
jt moreover inſers the complete felicity of man in 
both his. conſtituent parts, with reference where-- 
to all previous falyations, every antecedent ap- 

ance of kind providenge and grace were in- 
tended. It is a good maxim of divines, that grace 
and holineſs, virtue and real goodneſs, are no o- 
ther than glory in the bud; that there is no ſpe- 
cific, only a a gradual difference between them, 
that all we enjoy here of a religious and heaven, 
ly nature, is but like the firſt-fruits, com 
with the full harveſt of immortal; Hari he 
Jays; that it is but like a drop to the ocean of e- 
Wee, and nee delights, or like a 
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ſophers, talk like children, and eſpecially con- 
cerning the inviſible ſtate. We ſhall be ſurprized 


1229 
ſingle beam of the ſun compared with that lu - 
minary in all its meridian brightneſs. We are 
here like ſo many embrios impriſoned in dark- 
neſs, but then we ſhall burſt the ſhell, and ſtand 
confeſſed amidſt the ſurrounding ſplendors of 
that triumphant world, having arrived at the 
ſtature and beauty of angels. We read of the 


ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, as well as of 
an innumerable company of glittering angels, 


Heb, xii. 23. made perfect in knowledge, holineſs 


and joy: Here the beſt of us, the moſt improved, 


ſee but in part, and prophecy but in part; the 
brighteſt divines, the moſt accompliſhed philo- 


with the queen of Sheba, acknowledging with 
great and rapturous aſtoniſhment, that not half, 
not half, did I ſay, not a ten thouſandth part of 
that glory had, or could have been told us, while 
ſojourning in theſe tents of ſeparation, while con- 
verſant among theſe earthy; and inferior ſcenes, 
whilft groveling in duſt and miſery, on the foot» 
ſtool, attended with numerous, unallowed im- 
perfections, clad with  infirmities of various 


kinds. The great apoſtle Paul tells us, that 
when caught up into paradiſe, he heard things 
which it was not lawful, or poſſible, for man in 
this mortal ſtate to utter. Had we, my friends, 


the tongues of men and angels, ſtill we could 


not find words rich and ſtrong enough to con- 


vey thoſe ſublime and magnificent ideas, that 


1 


and his Father, to him be glory, 
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the glory we are ſpeaking of muſt neccfiluity 


excite, eſpecially in the enlarged faculties, in the 


capacious minds of ſaints and ſeraphim. How 
do theſe glorious ſpirits, thoſe bright and ſpot- 
leſs intelligences, glow continually with the moſt 
celeſtial ardors ! ' Are-they not like ſo many 
pure flames, mounting higher and higher ſtill, 


in the knowledge, love, admiration, and ade. 


ration of their God and King? And how do his 
redeemed people in particular, reſound the lof- 
tieſt hallelujahs, to the name of their incompa- 
rable Redeemer, to Chriſt the captain of their 
falvation, through vwhoſe rats 

have been made more than conquerors? How 
does the melody pour in from all quarters of 
thoſe ſhining realms, To him who hath loved 
us, and waſhed us from our ſins in his own 
blood, and made us kings and prieſts. to God, 


now and for ever, amen. Rev. i. 6. Should one 
of thoſe happy ſpirits, this inſtant, be diſpatch'd 
from the blazing portals of that city of God a- 
bove; were he to make his a pearance in this 
very aſſembly, would he not expreſs himſelf to 
this effect. I cannot deſcribe thoſe millions of 
* that ſhine and reign in eyery part of that 

upper world; all the powers of language are too 
able and too faint to paint out the matchlefs 


beauties of that eternal heaven; all the flowers 
of your earthly” oratory are tos languid and 
mean. What — have J lately * 
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What ſounds have I been favoured to hear? Oh 
that you ſaw ! oh that you heard the ſame ! I 
haſten: back with joy, and long till you, my 
younger brethren,” ſhall be admitted thither, 
where you will be moſt joyfully congratulated 
by multitudes of that church triumphant, who 
like you were once fighting in the valley with 
Amalek, before they got to that lovely Ca- 
naan, were attended like you with a body of 
death, with doubts and fears, and diſtreſſes of 
various kinds. What a bright abridgment of 
heaven, what a ſweet epitome of that upper 
ſtate, were the diſciples favoured with, in that 
viſion of their maſter's glory on the holy mount, 
which induced them to ſay, Lord, it is good 
for us to be here. Conſult the whole ſacred 
narrative. What an account have we alſo of 
the viſion of that beloved apoſtle and evangeliſt 


St. John, Rev. i. from verſe 13 to 179. 


No ſuch repreſentations as theſe exhibit 
ſome faint gleams, ſome incompleat glimpſes, if 


I may ſo phraſe it, of that ſuper- excellent glo- 
ry, like the lights and ſhades in a picture, which 
ate far from coming up to the inimitable origi- 
nal; and beſides all this, at the great riſing day, 
theſe vile bodies ſhall be raiſed, and re- united to 
the ſpirits of the juſt, who are deſcribed as wait- 
ing for the adoption, i. e. the full declaration 
and manifeſtation of their adoption, even the 
redemption of their bodies, Rom. viii. 23. Thus 
the ſame apoſtle, in the paſſage juſt now hinted 
a Pe + 


4 4 


141 
at, acquaints us, that with "regard to himſelf, 
and all real chriſtians, their converſation was in 
heaven, from- whence fays he, we look fur 4 
Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chil, who ſhall change 
this vile body [To cCνν Tyg mee] this 


body of ohr haaniliation, which tends to hum. 


ble us under ſo many marks of meanneſs and in: 


firmity, and ſhall. futhion it like to nis glorious | 


body. So likewiſe the apoſtle John, cries out as 
in an extaſy, as one in a great ſurprize, and I be- 


lieve his ſurprize has not yet ceaſed; behold Nhat 


manner of love the father hath beſtdwed on us, 
that we ſhould be called the ſons of God, 1 John 
iii. 1. And again, ver. 2. beloved now are we he 
ſons of God, and it does not yet appear what we 
ſhall be, but this ve know, and cher al abundantiy 


ſufficient for us, in the preſent Rate, that when 


he appears, we ſhall be like him, ſot we ſhall ſet 
him as he is. This clod ſhall be turned into a 
ſtar, this mortal ſhall; put on immortality, 
"What a ſpiritual body will be, we are at a very 
great loſs to know, only this we 3 ſure of, 
that chen ſhall the righteous ſhine forth-as the 

ſun in the kingdom of their Father, that the 
body ſhall bona dog, no hindrance, to the nioft 
vigorous exerciſes of its dear partner and ifhi- 


bitant; we ſhall be ſprightly as ſun- beams: For 


of thoſe, who ſhall be found alive at 

Chriſt's Loud appeating, who, as he elſe where 
tells us, ſhall undergo a remarkable change:; 
theo we, ſays St. Paul, who are alive and re- 
main, 
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main, ſhall be caught up together in the clouds 


to meet the Lord in the air, and ſo, which is a 


noble 3 of all that happineſs we humbly 


hope to poſſeſs both in ſoul and body, and ſo 
call we ever be with the Lord. 

Suffer me, before I addreſs myſelf to the con- 
ſideration of the ſecond general head, to repeat 
ſome lines compoſed by a divine of the laſt cen- 
tury in Scotland, a very little before he entered 
into his maſter's j joy. They contain ſuch ſtrong 
triumphs of faith, as may well atone for ſome 


ſmall defects either of language or poetry. This 
excellent man of God in the near views of his 


diſſolution, thus addreſſes death, his laſt enemy, 


ke a chriſtian hero, as one who knew his Sa- 


yiour had conquered this grim. monſter for him, 
as well as for the meaneſt of his followers, and 
had e wg life and e to light thro 


the goſpel. 


Come ſtingleſs death waft o'er : a here's my BY 
In blood character d, by his hand who was, 


And is, and ſhall be. Jordan cut thy ſtreams, 


Make channels dry, I bear my father's name 


Stampt on my brow. I'mraviſh'd with my crown, 
It ſhines fo bri ght, down with all glory down 
That r ive. I ſee the pearly port, 
The glorious plc: where bleſſed fouls reſort, . 
The tree of life, floods guſhing from the throne, 


Cal: Mme to TR Be 448877 1 woes be gone. 
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I liv'd to die, but now I die to live, 
I do enjoy more than I did believe; * 7 
The promiſe me into poſſeſſion ſends, 
Hope in fruition, faith in viſion ends. 


-—bnow: proceed: tothe: e 
II. General head, and that is to ſhew how 
the unmerited mercy and grace of God ſhine 
and are diſplayed in this ſalvation, in that great 
and glorious ſalvation we are made partakers of 
by the goſpel, which is therefore ſtiled the goſ- 
pel of the grace of God, and the goſpel of ſal- 
vation. The term grace is uſed in various accep- 
tations in ſcripture; e. g. it very frequently denotes 
divine principles and habits. Thus the ſacred 
writer tells us, that of the great Redeemer's ful- 
neſs have we all received, and grace for grace. 
So elſewhere the apoſtle writes to the Corin- 
thians, that as ye abound in faith, in utterance, 
and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your 
love to us, ſee that ye abound in this grace alſo. 
At other times it denotes divine influence exerted 
for our advantage; thus it is ſaid, by the grace of 
Cod, I am what Jam. It elſewhere ſignifies that 
love and mercy which reſides in the heart of God 
with reference to miſerable and unworthy offen- 
der. In all theſe ſenſes, eſpecially the laſt, we are 
ſaved by divine grace. e ee 3A. 
1. We are juſtified, pardoned and. intitled 
to eternal life, by the free mercy and grace af 
| God, diſplayed in and through a mediator. 
Thus 
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1 
Thus the great doctor of the Gentiles affirms, 
Rom iii. 24. that we are juſtified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus 


Chriſt; and in another place, that being juſti- 
_ fied by his grace, we might be made heirs, ac- 


cording to the hope of eternal life. Tit. iii. 7. But 
then the queſtion is raturally put, how can par- 
don of fin and eternal life be the free gift of 


God, the reſult of his unmerited mercy and 


compaſſion, when it coſt the bleſſed Jeſus his 


blood to purchaſe theſe ineſtimable benefits? 
To this the anſwer is eaſy. It is true it coſt 


our Redeemer very dear, but then it is free and 
gratuitous with regard to. us. Hence eternal life 
is repreſented as the ¶ xapi ce the free gift of 
God, but then the inſpired writer immediately 
adds, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. We did 


Bot find the ranſom but God, in whom ſays 


the apoſtle, we have redemption, ſpeaking of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, through his blood, the 


forgiveneſs of fins, according to the riches of 
his, i. e. of God the Father's grace. We ſee 


then there is a happy connection and harmony, 
no inconſiſtency at all between our being par- 
doned, and rewarded in conſequence of Chriſt's 
ſufferings and atonement, and the brighteſt diſ- 
plays of divine mercy and compaſſion. God ſo 
loved the world as to give his only begotten ſon, 
and herein is love, not that we loved God, but 
thatGod loved us, and ſent his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our fins. Andagain, God herein com- 

mendeth 


14 
179 
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mendeth his love towards us, or ſets it off with 
the higheſt, and moſt engaging luſtre, like a dia- 
mond, if it- be lawful to compare ſuch ſmall 

trifles as diamonds, and all earthly treaſures, with 


the durable and infinite riches of divine love and 
grace; like a diamond, ] fay, ſet to advantage, 


God herein commendeth his love towards 
us, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt 


died for us, Rom.v. 8. And O how does his 
compaſſion ſhine in forgiving our ten thouſand 
talents, our numerous faults and offences, for the 


ſake of the bleſſed Jeſus. As it is ſaid Eph. i iv. 


32. Be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
_ forgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt's 


fake hath forgiven you. Nay, grace is ſaid to be 
given us in Chrift Jeſus before the world began. 
As God the Father then purpoſed to beſtow 
mercy, to ſhew favour to numberleſs numbers 
of Adam's guilty poſterity, according as he hath 
choſen us in him before the foundation of the 
world, &c. Eph. 1. 4. Thus we are elſewhere 
told, it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and to 


put him to grief, and though he was the man 


his fellow, the ſon of his delights, yet when he 


undertook to ſuffer, and ſatisfy for the iniquities 


of his people, the divine Father, who does not 


afflict willingly, nor grieve even any of the 
children of men, is repreſented as ſaying, A- 


wake, O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt 
the man that is my fellow, Zech. xiii. 7. Thus 
the _ apoſtle obſerves, he that ſpared not 

his 


119 1 

his own ſon, but delivered him up, 1. e. to die 
an ignominious, a painful, nay, an accurſed 
death, Rom. viii. 32. Adorable compaſſion! Ama- 
zing, endearing, and affecting inyſteries of love 
and ſweetneſs. How engaging the conſideration, 
that he ſhould ſheath the glittering {word of his 
avenging juſtice, in the bowels of his only be- 
| gotten ſon ; that ſuch law-condemned, ſelf- con- 
demned, guilty, polluted rebels as we were, might 
live before him. That the offended himſelf 
ſhould die, that offenders might go free, for the 
perſon that was God, as well as man, Emma- 
nuel, God with us, God in our nature, God 
manifeſted in the fleſh, purchaſed the church 
with his own blood, Acts xx. 20, That word 
who was in the beginning with God, and. was 
himſelf God, not only condeſcended to taber- 
nacle among us for a ſeaſon, not only aſſumed 
our nature, with all its ſinleſs infirmities, not 
only had a true human body, and a true human 
ſou], but in that nature offered himſelf a ſacrifice 
highly acceptable to God the father; for, foraſ- 
much as the children were partakers of fleſh 
and blood, he alſo himſelf, likewiſe, took part 
of the ſame, that through death he might de- 
{troy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil, &c.. Heb. ii. 14. And all this purſuant. 
to. the eternal covenant of redemption and grace 
between the Father and him, who ſanctified, or 
ſet him apart to the great work and office of 
Mediator, and ſent him into our world, that he 
5825 N might 


20 
might die and ſuffer to ſave the very chief of 


finners, who return and live, who ſincerely re- 
pent and believe. In this glorious ſcheme of our 


recovery, which at once aſtoniſhes and faves us, 


mercy and truth, to allude to that of the Pſalm- 


iſt, Ixxxv. 10. have met together, righteouſneſs 


and peace have kiſſed each other; ſo that as the 
reſult of the execution of this eternal plan, the 


| bleſſed God who keepeth mercy for thouſands, 


forgiving iniquity, tranſgrefſion and fin, is not only 
merciful; but faithful and juſt, when he forgiveth 
our fins, and cleanſeth from all unrighteouſneſs 


thoſe that confeſs their fins, and defire to forſake 


and depart from them. What is faith, ſays the 
great and worthy Dr. Owen, but the Aight'of 4 
penitent ſmner to Chriſt, according to that of 


the facted writer to the Hebrews, chap. vi. 17. 


wherein God willing more abundantly to ſhew 
to the heirs of promiſe, the immutability of his 
counſel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two 
immutable things, viz. his word, and his oath, 


wherein it was impoſſible for God to lie, we 


might have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled 
for refuge to the hope ſet before us. And with 
what a ſtriking emphaſis does he put the que- 
ſtion? For if the blood of bulls, and of goats, 


and the aſhes of an heifer, ſprinkling the un- 


clean, ſanctified unto the purifying of the fleſh, 
how much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who 
through the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf to 


M0 God without 1 pays your conſciences from 
* | dead 
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dead works, that ye may ſerve the living © God? 
chap. ix. 14. This leads us," 
2dly, To conſider how brightly the ue of 
God ſhines in reſtoring his image, which we 
had loſt by our apoſtacy 3 with what endearing 
taſtre his free mercy is magnified, and diſplayed 
in ſuch a diſpenſation. -"Blefſed, cries the apoſtte 
Peter, with hands, and eyes, and heart afl ele- 
vated at once, bleſſed be the God, and father of 
our Lord Jeſiis Chriſt, who according to his a- 
bundant mercy, hath begotten us again to a 
lively hope by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt 
from the dead, to an inheritance inoorruptible, 
undefiled, &c. 1 Pet. i. 3. and who hath ſaved, 
and called us, ſays the apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
with' an Holy calling; and elſewhere, for we 
ourſelves” were ſometime fooliſh, diſdbedienx, 
deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, live 
ing in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another: hut after that the loving kindneſs of 
God our Saviour toward man appeared! Admi- 
rable philanthropy! ſovereign diſtinguiſhing 
mercy to fallen man rather than to apoſtate An- 
gels! not by works of righteouſneſs 'whith-we 
had done, but according to his merey he! ſaved 
us, by the waſhing of regeneration, and renew 
ing of the holy Ghoſt, which he ſhed on us a- 
bundantly, or Te _ though Jeſus 
Ori our Saviour. 
If it be conſidered, that the human ſadultics | 
me — out of order, till A nm, 
paſſes 
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paſſes upon them, that ſenſe and appetite have 


the entire aſcendant, that we are only doing 
that which ſeems right in our own eyes, and 
not that which is really for our advantage, and 
for God's glory. That as the conſequence of 
this we are unhappy, and uncomfortable, in the 
fulneſs of our ſufficiency, being in ſtraits, as it 
is beautifully | expreſſed, Job xx. 22. that we 
are fulfilling the irregular deſires of the fleſh, 

and of the mind, and are by nature children of 
wrath, who have demerited all that yengeance 
which is due to fin, even as others, Eph. ii. 3. 

I ſay when we conſider theſe things, how affect- 
ing does that bleſſed alteration appear, which 
divine grace makes on the renewed ſoul, when 
the bent and biaſs of it is turned towards God, 

and the remembrance of his name; when in- 

ſtead of purſuing after the unſatisfying objects of 
time, as our portion and chief good, we can 
ſay with the Pfalmiſt, whom have I in heaven 
but thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
defire beſides, or in compariſon of thee; Pſalm 
Ixxiii. 2 5. When we know what-it is in ſome 


meaſure to delight ourſelves in the Lord, that he 


may give us the regular deſires of our hearts, 
Pſalm xxxvii. 4. When inſtead of loſing our 
God, our father, our beſt, our heavenly friend, 


in a croud of his mercies, we are enabled, eſpe- 


cially at ſome ſeaſons, to make creatures, or- 
dinances, and providences, as ſo many ſteps of 


aſcenſion to him; when we are the more at- 
tached 


= 
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tached to him, as our ſupreme happineſs, thro 
Jeſus Chriſt, the more his bounties flow in up- 
on us. When ſuppoſing we have riches and ho- 
nours in abundance, our hearts are lifted up, as 
was ſaid of good king Jehoſaphat, not with 
pride, but in the ways of the Lord, 2 Chron. 
xx. 25. &c. Or when on the other hand we are 

reduced to the loweſt ebb of poverty and diſ- 
treſs, and are inabled to live more immediately 
on the fountain, and to expect, in the uſe of all 
appointed means, thoſe ſupplies of every kind 
that we ſtand in need of, ſeeking firſt the king- 
dom of God and his righteouſneſs, as knowing 
that all other things ſhall. be added to us : thus 
cheerfully and folidly arguing, with the great a- 
3 poſtle, he that ſpared not his own ſon, but de- 
; livered him up for us all, how ſhall henot, with 
him alſo, freely give us all things, i. e. all things 
for our preſent and future well being, Rom. viii. 
32. How gloriouſly, how raviſhingly isthe power 
of divine grace diſplayed in ſuch a conduct! A- 
gain, when we reflect that he hath called us out 
8 of darkneſs, into his marvellous light, that he 
has made us partakers of a divine nature, thro' 
I the great and precious promiſes of the goſpel, 
; that he has pluckt us as brands out of the burn- 
ing, to allude to that in Zech. iii. 2. that he 
has reduced us from our wandrings, has brought 
us into the right way, into the paths of truth 
and peace, as our great and good ſhepherd, how 


4 can the convert, eſpecially at ſome ſeaſons, re- 


frain 


* 


— 

frain tears of joy. How does the Plalmiſt ce- 
lebrate his happineſs, and extol the divine mer- 
cy,/ in the 23d Palm, the Lord is my ſhepherd, 
I.ſhall not want, he feedeth me in green paſ- 
tures, he leadeth me beſide the ſtill waters, he 
reſtoreth my ſoul. And in another place; the 
lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places, yea, I 
have a goodly heritage: And tho after conver- 
fion when this bleſſed change has paſſed upon us, 
we too often backſlide, and wander from him, 
ſtill we are enabled frequently to recollect bur- 
ſelves, ſaying with the ſame ſweet finger of If- 
rael, return to thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord 

hath dealt bountifully with thee, Plalm cxvi. 1 
In fine, to be created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works, to be made new creatures, to have new 
deſires, new delights, new ſorrows, and new 
Joys, is not only honourable, but it is pleaſant 
and advantageous, or extremely conducive to our 
happineſs both here and hereafter. It is ho- 
nourable, for as fin is our deformity, ſo holt- 
neſs is our beauty; it is advantageons, for it 
renders us uſeful and profitable to all around us, 
tends to make us common bleſſings in our day 
and generation, and then it is pleaſant, it is ex- 
tremely | conducive. to our happineſs. Chriſt's 
yoke even here is caſy, the yoke of his precepts, 
and of his afflictive providences, and his burden 
is light. Thus the apoſtle, and thus myriads 
beſides him have found it; moſt gladly there- 


ohe, fays he, will I glory | in my infirmities, 
that 


leaſure in neceſſities, in afflictions, in 4 


be made of God, to me in 


fas]. 


that. che power) ef Chriſt. may .reſt upon me. 
2 Cor. xii. g. what he means by infirmities ig 


explained at the loth verſe, therefore J. = 
ſes 
ations and diſtreſſes, for when I am weak then 

am I ſtrong. And then ugleſs love to God, 
—— g7 mediator, be predominant, unleſs 
upon mature deliberation we can count all things 


put loſs for, or, in compariſon of, the excellent 


knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, unleſs the 
berg language of our hearts be A Chriſt, 
rather than ten thouſand worlds; Ohl may he 
, Wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption : 
without this, I ſay, as there can be no walking 
with God here, ſo there can be no enjoyment 


of him hereafter... Now ſince regeneration thus 


fits us for uſefulneſs, renders us truly ſerviceable 
in the preſent, world, from genuine, evangelical, 
and truly noble motives, to right and excellent 
ends: Since it conduces ſo to our well-being; to 
make us eaſy and comfortable, holy and-hea- 
venly, as far as this imperfect ſtate will admit, 
and ſeeing, laſtly,” it renders us meet for the en- 
joyments and employments, for the buſineſs and 
the bleſſedneſs of: a better world, Ohl how en- 
gagingly does the grace and mercy of our God 
thine in this great tranſaction. Let not any be 
diſcouraged. becauſe they cannot remember the 
time When this happy change was wrought; 
une are ſanctified as it were from the womb, 
E bare 
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have had ſerious impreſſions of God and eterni- 


ty on their minds from their earlieſt childhood; 
Others are rather gently allured and drawn to 
Chriſt by the Kill ſmall voice of the goſpel, than 
alarmed Any driven by the thunders of the law, 
An omnipotent ſweetnels inſtantly melts the 
hearts of ſome;-whilſt' in others the work 18 
more gtadual. Nevertheleſs ſooner or later, all 
ate convinced: '6f ſin, of righteouſneſs and of 
judgment; ” — hideous defortnity of vice'in 
every Hape, atid” eſpecially ef that mother of 
Aden aii8 h, "thei of unbelief: Of 2 
neſs," or the neceflity; excellence and glory, © 
the Redeemer's moſt perfect righteouſneſs, and 
atonement; and of Judgment, by which" I un- 
derſtand the neceſſity and importance of evange- 
lical Aolineſs, and neu / obedience. The moſt 
eminent cohverſions of the former ſort recorded 
in ſcripture, are thoſe of Zaccheus and Lydia; ; 
and of the latter ſort the apoſtle Paul. [7 
I come now to the more immediate occaſion of 
this diſcourſe, the death of a perſon; who think, 
with many others; was an extraordinary inſtance 
of the power and grace of God. The words 
of tlie late excellent, pious and ingenious Dr. 
Doddridge, relating to him, are well worth at- 
tending te. The paragraph is to be met with 
in his life of Col. Gardiner, p. 157. 1 had then 
e with me, ſays the worthy Noor, one Tho- 
. mas Porter, a a poor; but very honeſt and re- 
950 aha mar, (ROW: living at Hatfield-Broad- 
te oak 


„ 


$5 
: 1 
* 


ti of a very low genius, 


| | [ 27 
in Eflex, who 18 #1 unacquainted wi ih 
tters, ſo as not to be able to diſtinguiſh one 
75 2 another; yet is maſter of the contents 
46 of the, Bible, in ſo extraordinary a degree, 


. that he has. not only fixed an immenſe num- 


cen her of texts in his memory, but merely by 

3 — 5 them quoted in ſermons, as fegi- 
tered there the: chapter and verſe, f in which 
ir theſe paſſages are to be found: This is attends 
* ed with a marvellous facility in directing thoſe | 
te that can read to turn to them, and a molt 1 un- 
7; e enen of fixing on ſuch as ſuit 
te almoſt ever imaginable variety of circum- 

« ſtances, in common life. here ate two 


* conſiderations in his caſe, which make it the 


« more wonderful; the. one, 10 he is 4 per- 
1 aving beſides a 
ſtammering, which makes his ſpeech Almoſt 


| « unintelligible to ſtrangers, ſo wild and ak- 
11 ward a manner of behaviour, that he is fre- 


# quently taken for an idiot, and ſeems in 2 
ny things to be indeed 0 The other, that 


% he grew up to manhood i in a very licentious 4 


* courſe of living, . an entire, ignorance of diyine 
« things, ſothat all theſe exact impreſſions on his 


memory haye been made in his riper years: I 
1 31 12 it would not be diſagrec able to the 
.< Colonel, to introduce to him this odd ph 

25 Wen wank 


h man of 125 
Wa caplity to . 7 


e things W 5 2 


108 OY E 2 * never 


2 veyer remember any which equalled - Wha 
affed on this occafion. On hearing the Co- 
nel's profeſſion, and receiving Ge hints i 

* Fe religious character, he ran through 4 va 

«variety of ſeriptures, k eginning at the 

Ac teuch, and going on to the Revelations, 255 

ting either to the dep dance to be fixed o on 

0 U Goa for the ſucceſs of military preparations, 

© Gp" to the inſtances and promiſes 1 

there, of — care of good men in the mo 

bow [imminent da gers, or to the chcovragetrient 
to deſpiſe perils and death; chile er 

a good cauſe, and ſup orted by che views of 2 

<*"happy immortality. © I believe he quoted more 

ifa twenty of theſe paſſuges; and I muſt 

Reely own, that I know not who c have 

* choſe them with greater propriety.” If m my 
memory do not deceive me, the laſt of his 

8 „lego was that from which T afterträrds 

reached; on the famented « Faſion of this 
boy great man's fall. Be thou faſthfü On, 
and 1 will give thee a crown of life, RE 

f. We were all aſtoniſſied at fo remarkable | 

24 a fact, and 1 queſtion ot büt that tna of 


rears will think the — $ it worthy 
1 5 ng; thine preſerved?” To which valuable 
be ſited 


an remit particulars, ma 


that ſeveral years befote the do orkhew 


Ke 1 vas acquainted with is manner 7 life, 
: Which to me ge very itioffenfive Hh be- 
| N bis profeſſion. | Fe ts often told me 


and 


12 2 


| and 7 * öthe 8 the 
or of that ſerious turn of mind, e 8 

nent for, and that was a funeral gerfbon p preach 
by a miniſtet in the country, gong that fir 1 


'E e, What is your life fis it Hot as 4 
1 rhich | appeareti "for a little time, and ther ve 


7 niſheth away, Janes iv. 14. this it Was 
notoricuſiy known, he Was as miſe hievoig-as H 
was ignorant A e and ſtapid to la vety u- 
common degree; | nay; When I was" fit" ac, 
quainted wath Kine; which now about fixteeh 
ears ago, he diſcovered no for of Tagac 9 — 
a great deaf of childiſh foly in ery thi 
moſt, chat he faid ot did, except 
waxing talent above ntioned. 1 th 900 
) Here utiddrtdke-t6'mention*plain Facts," yrithout 
tending to accourit for them; leaving others 
to determine as to the cauſes, of ſuch. we 
mon citcumſtances that attended him: e. g. A 
Poor woman in the town” of Hatfield, being 
+ ſeized with a diſtemper that prevented her from 
”  HGking any ſuſtenance, ſhe made -figns that'this / 
Perſon ſhould give 4 ſuitable text to De'infiffel | 
= vi at — funeral ; he immediately bid the pes 
Ple preſent turn to that pa Lamefit. 1. 
ITpbey that be ſlain with 2 epi: 3 
than they chat be ſlain with hunger, for cheſe 
ie away, ſtricken through for want of the 
Fruits of the field. A text yuey feldom, if ever 
quoted i in püblick, 114 very remarkably: a- 
capt to che ele F this affected womma. An- 


other 


75 


[38] 
4 © 'rieyer remember any which equalled What 
© Paffed on this occafion. On hearing the Co- 
Jonel's profeſſion, and receiving GR hints of 
* Fe religious character, he ran through a va 
«variety of {criptures, b. 


« Hjþg either to the dependance to be fixed on n 
*-God for the ſucceſs of military preparitions, 
ör to the inſtances and Pfomiſes 897 
| there, of His care of good men in the mo 
* imminent dangers, or to the encouragement 
to deſpiſe — phe death, "while 
= 5 good cauſe, and ſu; ; — by the — of a 
appy immortality. I che be uoted more 
* 1 twenty er Hel Paſſfages; 2 I muſt 
| wy _ that I know not who — have 
*choſe them with greater propriety.” If m 
memory do not Awe 1, che ſt Mon 
© catalogue was that from which T afterwards 
reached; on *theTamented” oc of this 
ee fall. Be thou fajthfu untp death., 
and 1 will give thee a 'crowh'of life, Rey. il 
f. We were all aſtoniſflied at fo ride 
a fact, and 1 queſtion hot But that many o 
dere wil think the mgrtiory: it worth! 
ke 'of being/thue preſer 6 which valyh 
e particulark, | LPT be petri 
tb add, that ſeveral years befote the doftorknhew 
"him, 11 was acquainted With lis manner f life, 
| Which to me appeared 'very/itfoffenfive | . 
'coiing his profeffion. Te k often told m 
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a 


ning at the Perita- 
*teuch, and going on to the Revelations, rela- 


of 


1 i 
* 


Bent for, and that was a functalErmon preach 


b le preſent turn to that paſſage, Lameſit. i 


t 29 J 
and many others the nicans of his converffol, 
or of that ſerious turn-of mind; de Mas ſo if. 


by a miniſter in the country; from that firtkin 
ge, What is your life ; is ie hot as a va 1 
vhich | appeareth] for a little G6" and: therr 


niſheth away, James iv. 1 4. Befbre this it 'W wh 


notoriouſly known,” he Wis as mifchievoigas - 
was ignorant';” ignorant e tola vety uff 
common degree; nay, when I wðas ff a6 
quainted' with Rim, which is no about xe 
years ago, be diſebvered no fort of lagacity, But 
4 great deaf of childiſh folty in very tküf g,, Al. 
moſt, chat he fald ot did, Except as to t a 2. 
mazing talent aboy mentioned. I hall brily 
Here urdertdke 8 m ion plain acts, without 
pretending to accbunt for then; leaving others 


to determine as to the cauſes, of ſuch * 


mon citcumſtances that attended him: e. g. A 
poor woman in the town of "Hatfield," being 
ſeized with à diſtemper that prevented her from 
raking any ſuſtenance, ſhe made ſigns that'this 4 
Perſon ſhould” give a ſuitable text to be infiſtel 
on at her funeral; he immediately bid the peb- 


They that be ſlain with the ſword;® ate! bet 
chan they that be ſlain with hunger, for tHhete 
e away, ſtricken through for want” of tlie 
ruits of the field. A text very ſeldom, if ever 
-quoted in püblick, and how * very remarkably 4 
Capted to „ of this affficted woman?” An 


* | other 


180 

other remarkable thing, and which was ken 
notice of by ſeveral as — as myſelf, was: that 
the intellects of this poor man Surprizingly 
brightened up, by degrees, to the very laſt year 
of his life. How it was with him in the article 
LE death, 1. know not, only have been informed 

at it was pretty ſudden. I ſhall ſay no more re- 
lating to this extraordinary perſgh,, . — that he 
was the admiration of not only the vulgar, hut of 
numerous judicious perſons of every party and de- 
nomination, and of all ranks f and I have often 
thought of the goodneſz of propidence in gene- 
ral, that when any of our ſperies are deficient 
in any one e ere ſenſes, or remarkably 
40. in hex intellectual endowments, it is very 
often made up ſome other way. Let us now 
cloſe the whole. with Jorg Practical i sg er 
ment. 3431 2 203 OT Ri ONES" {> OT 
It. Then let us enguire whether Wwe have 
ground to conclude. that we are already faved 
and ſhall be farther ſaved, by that.adorable grace 
Jon have been hearing of. ;,Conſaiqus: of our 
guilt and danger, and of our deſert of everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, have we fervently, pleaded the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for our acceptance with 
God; that righteouſneſs, which, as the apoſtle 
_fays, is unto, and upon all them that believe, 
without difference; for all have ſinned and 
come: ſhort of the glory of God. Have we 
82 and AT 1 5700 is it our dai- 
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deemer's blood, -we'1 may be faved from wrath 


through him ? And is it our earneſt concern and 
ſerious endeavour that we may be like Chriſt ? 
Are we wiiting after the bright copy he has ſet 
us, though we make many a blot; are guilty of 
numerous, unallowed miſtakes ? ? Is it our deſire 
that God * All things may be glorified in us 
and by us, and that we may adorn the doctrine 
of our deareſt Saviour? That the grace of God 
which bringeth falvation may effectually teach 
us to deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, righteoufly, and piouſly, in the 
preſent world? that being bought with a price 
we may glorify God in our bodies, and in on 
irits, which are his? And is God the centre 
of our reſt and bleſſedneſs, and do we defire to 
honour him in our day and generation in thoſe 
reſpective Nations, and relations, wherein his 
8 77 may have placed us, as a people, he 
as formed for himſelf, in order to ſhew forth 
his praiſe; a people Zealous of good works, em- 


ploying their zeal with reference to vital practi- 


cal religion, more than to ſupport the cauſe of 
any party whatſoever. Now if you can ſet your 
PREM what has been delivered, if this is your 
happy experience in the main, and if you prize 
_ image of God wherever you ſee it, though 

n perſons of different denominations among 


chriltians, for by this we know we are paſſed 


from death to life, becauſe we love the 1 bre= 


: chren; 3 Is this your happy caſe, and dg you de- 


ſire 


(32 ]- 
Gre: ill more and more to aboupd 1 all heavenly. 
tempers and dilpoſitions, than 3 4 Has hop abun-. 
dant. ground to hope that w earthly. 
houſe of your tabernacle is Aeg os you. have 2 
building If God, an. houſe not made with hand 
3 in the heavens, 2 Cor. v. 1. that 555 
hall never come into condemnation, ag 
great Saviour of ſinners has aſſured all K*. 
ſons. Such as you need not fear e death, 
t it come ever ſo ſoon, ever ſo, ſuddenly 
Ons more and I have dong. How oe. the 
ates'of an immortal crown the heirs of this 
ſalvation, bleſs God at all times, Should not his 
lofty praiſe becontinually,; in thei mouths! Should 
they not in every thing give thanks, for this is 
the will of God in Chriſt _ Jeſus concerning 
them. He has done more for you than for 
thouſands: of the rich and noble of this world, 
infinitely more than if he had put golden . 
tres into your hands, and glittering earthly dia- 
dems on your heads. How ſhould, you admire 
and adore the hand, that has plucked yaur. feet 
2s out.-of the miry clay, when, you thopght 
yourſelyes abſolutely undone ; ſo deſpairing and 
* were your minds 3 has he. not 4 


pry J. Chriſt, in his perſon, and © ang 8 


is your hope, your hope in point of pardon, 
and acceptance with God, your hope in point 


| of „ to bring forth fruit to che divine 


ho- 
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honour, and to. crown all, your hope of im- 


mortal glory. How ſhould you then call upon 
your ſouls, and all that is within you. to bleſs his 


| holy name, who Krgiveth all your  iniquities, 


who healeth all your diſeaſes, whoredeemeth thy 
life from deſtruction, and crowneth thee with 
loving kindneſſes and tender mercies. Should 
tion to the top-ftone of your ſalvation: This 
will be your W N delightful employment, 
when you ſhall be admitted to join the holy, 
happy, ſhining, myriads above, in their work, 
and worſhip, making all heaven eccho with the 


you not ſhout grace, grace, from .the founda- 


thunder of your praiſes, ſinging, acclaiming, 


Worthy, worthy, is the Lamb, that was lain, 
to receive riches, and honour, and power, and 


| bleſſing. Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but to thy name give glory, for thy mercy and 


for thy truth's ſake; and again, Salvation to our 
God, which ſitteth on the throne, and unto the 


Lamb. 


Permit me to conclude with thoſe favourite 
lines of our ſublime and divine poet &. 


The ſpacious earth and ſpreading flood, 
Proclaim the wiſe and pow'rful God, 
And thy rich glories, from afar, 


Sparkle in ev'ry rolling ſtar. 


But in his looks a glory ſtands, 


The nobleſt labour of thine hands, 


F The 


* Dr. Watts. 
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The pleaſing luſtre of his eyes, 
Outſhines the wonders of the ſkies. 5 


Grace ! tis a ſweet, a charming theme, 
My thoughts rejoice at Jeſus' name; 
Je angels dwell upon the ſound, 
Ye Heav' ns reflect it to the ground. 


Oh may I reach at laſt the place, = = 


of ; 


Where he ünweils his lovely face! 
Where all his beauties you behold, _ 
And ing his name to harps of gold. 
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Supplement to p. 5. 1 6. 


I cannot help obſhiyins as a collateral argu» 
ment, that the wiſeſt and greateſt of the heathen 
world, acknowledged that our nature was, at 
leaſt in ſome degree, vitiated. Thus Horace 
Serm, lib. . 3. 


Nam vitiis nemo ſine naſcitur, optimus ille, 
Qui minimis urgetur, | — 


And elſewhere in his OY 


Etas parentum pejor avis tulit | 
"me nequiores, ' mox daturos 
| Progeniem vitioſiorem. 


Heneg alſo that celebrated ſaying, 


7 1 Kaus . kr wav. 
To che r nkerheive given p. 29. . add, that I never 
ſaw the poor man ſo diſconcerted and angry, as 
once when ſome idle ſchool-boys had been teiz- 
ing and making a jeſt of him. He complained to 
their maſter, in whoſe houſe he then was, and 
who had treated him with great kindneſs ; ſay- 
ing, I muſt give them a text. I remember it 
was that * in the Proverbs; Fools make a 
mock 


[36] 
mock of ſin, but among the 1888 there is 
favour; when inſtantly recollecting and chiding 
his own warmth, he cried out with a mixture 
of grief and diſpleafure in his countenance, but 
I muſt give myſelf a text too, namely in the E- 
pheſians, Let all anger and wrath and bitterneſs 
be put away from you, with all malice; and be 
ye kind one to another, tender- Bearded, aun. 
e quother, . of 1 Pal 


= 
* N a=, p 2 
* 1 PF 
* tat, / 
" - an 
W. 
ww DT > 7 
b »% . » * , 
> „ 
n 8 * * a ++ 
* 4 m_ » = - & % . % A 
; 0 6 [ 7 
bs g > DO 2 yy * % . - * 


Lately _ a 4, Hoes; 64 


Hriſtian liberty and love repreſen, NE” 

; earneſtly recommended; a ſermon preach d 
at Little St. Helen's, on the firſt of Auguſt, 1752, 
to the ſociety that ſupports the Lord day Morn- 
ing lecture there. By John Richardſon. Printed 
for E. —— wearthe LE Apis n: 
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